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SOME UNPUBLISHED LEAD SEALS
CONCERNING CRETE

Dimitris TSOUGARAKIS

Among the seals of the Dumbarton Oaks collection there are five
which concern Cretel. These are the only ones, as far as I am aware,
connected with Crete which have not yet been published. So their
publication here will complete the corpus of the Cretan Byzantine
seals which are known so far2.

We do not know exactly where these seals were found, but the
indications are that they originate from the vicinity of Constantino-
ple. We connect them with Crete because the name of the island is
mentioned in their inscriptions. Three of the seals belonged to lay
officials, and two to ecclesiastics; one of the owners held a lay office
as well as being a member of the clergy. Two or three of the pieces are
noteworthy, for they display craftmanship of quite good quality,
besides the interest of the offices held by the persons to whom they
belonged.

1. D.O. 77.34.48 (fig. 1)

Theodosios tractator

On the obverse, a standing military saint in orans position, wearing
an ornate chlamys and chiton. In the field on either side, two stylized
palm-trees. A border of dots.

On the reverse, an inscription in four lines :

+ OEO
AOCIOY
TP/KPH
THC
4+ Ocooctov Tp(axtevtol ?) Kpnng

1. I wish to thank the Trustees of Harvard University and Prof. N. Oikonomides for
permission to publish these seals.

2. For a catalogue of all the seals concerning Crete, see my paper « The Byzantine
Seals of Crete», Second International Symposium of Byzantine Sigillography, Athens
16-17 May 1988 (forthcoming in Studies in Byzaniine Sigillography, vol. II).
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Dale. 7th century.

Dimensions. 20 mm.

Preservation. Extremely fine.

Comments. It is tempting to read the abbreviation TP/ as TP(OYMAPXOY),
which would make this Theodosios a turmarch of Crete. The implication then
would be that Crete was a theme at that time. The date of the seal, however,
is certain without any doubt and this makes it too early for such an official to
exist. For this reason the abbreviation has been read as TP(AKTEYTOY).
Alternatively, if Crete was part of a larger theme at that time, it is possible
that the island formed one of the theme's turmae, in which case the existence
of a turmarch of Crete would cause no problems.

Bibliography. For the problems of the administrative position of Crete
during the period, see D. TSOUGARAKIS, Byzantine Crele, Athens 1988,
Ch. IV. For other seals of tractators, see K. M. KoNsTANTOPOULOS, Bulavriva
MoAvB866ovAra ol év 'Ab#varc 'Ebwixoi Nopouatixol Movoefou, Athens 1917,
nos. 1237, 1238; V. Laugrent, La Collection C. Orghidan, Paris 1952, no. 348.
For the tractators in general, see A. H. M. Jongs, The Later Roman Empire,
p. 347, 395, 417. For palm-trees similar to the ones presented here, see ZAacos-
VEGLERY, Byzantine Lead Seals, 1, Basel 1971, no. 1283.

2. D.0. 58.106.4640 (fig. ?)

Theophanes asecretis, judge of Crete and the Cyclades

On the obverse, a bust of a military saint holding a spear in the right
hand and a shield in the left. In the field on either side a vertical
inscription : O TE — QPTI = 6 (&yioc) Cedopy(oc). Very fine execution.

On the reverse, an inscription in six lines :

OEO®AN,
ACHKPHT,
KPITH KPH
[TJHC S TQN
[KIYKAAA
QN
Ocopév(er) donepiit(ic) xprrfi Kefirng (xad) 1év Kuxhddwv

Date. 11th century.

Dimensions. 21.5 mm.

Preservation. Extremely fine.

Comments. The maritime theme of the Cyclades was created after 949
(N. O1xoNomIDES, Lisies de préséance, p. 361) and the theme of Crete in 961.
Being an asecretis, Theophanes was a civil official, not a thematic (i.e.
military) one. A judge could combine two or three different provinces, which
formed one administrative unit. The military administration of the provinces
(themes), however, remained separate.

Bibliography. For the seal of another judge of the Cyclades (11th century),
see Gl. Davipson, Corinth X1I. The Minor Objects, Princeton NJ 1952,
no. 2752. For the subdivisions of the administration and for the kritai, see
Héléne AHRWEILER, Recherches sur I’administration de I'Empire byzantin,
BCH 84, 1960, p. 83f. Cf. D. ZAKYTHENOS, Merérar, EEBS 25, 1955, p. 146.
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3. D.0. 55.1.4833 (fig. 3)

Stephen metropolitan of Crete

On the obverse, a bust of a saint or of the Mother of God
(unrecognizable because of damage). Extremely worn traces of an
inscription around the border.

On the reverse, an inscription in four lines :

+CTE
®ANMH
TPOIIOA
KPHT
+ Zrepav(e) wyrpomor(ity) Kefr(ne)

Dale. First half of the 11th century (second quarter).

Dimensions. 17 mm (field).

Preservation. Fine for the reverse. Chipped at the two exits of the string.
Broken along the channel on the obverse.

Comments. Between 961 and 1204 there was only one metropolitan of Crete
by the name of Stephen, who is mentioned on various occasions between 1027
and 1032. This person must have owned two different seals successively,
because another seal mentioning Kipie Bo7fer 16 0 Sodde Zrepdve/untpomorimy
Ke#mg is also known. Both should be considered as dated seals.

Bibliography. For mentions of metropolitan Stephen, see D. TSOUGARAKIS,
Byzantine Crete, p. 214. His other seal in V. LAurenT, Corpus, V/l no. 621
(and G. ScHLUMBERGER, Sigillographie, p. 201, no. 1).

4. D.0. 58.106.3294 (fig. 4)

Niketas ekprosopou of Crete
On the obverse, a bust of a saint. A vertical inscription in the left
field: O T = & (&yroc) T-[iroc].
On the reverse, an inscription in five lines :

[+CloPA
[T, NIJKHT
[AEK]TIPOC
[QIETHC
[KJPITHC
+ Zppay(ic) Nuhta éxnposdhmov e Kplrne.

Date. 11th century.

Dimensions. 21 mm.

Preservalion. Extremely fine but one third is missing.

Commenis. Unlike the previously mentioned Theophanes asecretis, Niketas
must have been a thematic official belonging to the military hierarchy of the
theme of Crete. Nothing is known about him, however.

Bibliography. For the functions of the ekprosopou, see Héléne AHRWEILER,
arl. cil., p. 39f.; N. O1koNOMIDES, op. cil., p. 342. For another ekprosopou,
not of the theme of Crete but of its dux, see H. GREGOIRE, Recueil des
inscriptions grecques-chrétiennes d’Asie Mineure, Paris 1922, p. 74-75,
no. 2268..
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5. D.0. 55.1.4599 (fig. 5)

George protosynkellos and kommerkiarios of Crete

On the obverse, a bust of the Mother of God with the medallion of
the Child on her chest. No inscription is visible.

On the reverse, an inscription in five lines :

I'EQP
I''QA, CTN

KEAQSKY
MEPKHAPI

KPHTIC

Iewpyley (mpwto)ouvére (xal) xovpepxnapi<w> Kpfric

Dale. (? Late) 10th century.

Dimensions. 19.5 mm.

Preservation. Poor for the obverse; good for the reverse.

Commenis. It is to be noted that this person combined a lay with an
ecclesiastical office, and this is very rare. I am aware of only one more seal of
a monk and synkellos who was also anagrapheus of Bulgaria (Zacos,
Byzantine Lead Seals, 11, Berne 1984, no. 959, mid-11th century). Schlumber-
ger mentions a 10th-century seal published by Mordtmann which had a cross
on three steps and Képie Bo#fet 76 06 SovAw on the obverse, and on the reverse
the inscription + TEQPI'IQ A'CYTKEA’ () S KSMEPKIAP' (i) KPHTIC.
If this is not a coincidence, which is highly improbable, then again as
in the case of the metropolitan Stephen these two seals of a
protosynkellos and kommerkiarios of Crete must have belonged to the
same person.

Bibliography. G. SCHLUMBERGER, Sigillographie, p. 201; MoRDT-
MANN, Revue Archéologique, 1877, 11, p. 60.

Dimitris TsouGARAKIS
Research Centre for Mediaeval and Modern Greek Studies/Academy
of Athens



